Reflection Paper #3 Objectives: The purpose of this reflection paper is to help you define and understand what constitutes a social problem. By reading about a social problem which you consider important, you can develop a better understanding of your social world. You can choose any social problem in your local community, on campus, in the U.S., or a more global social problem that affects many people the world-over.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Writing critically about the social problem you select and attempting to develop solutions will help foster a better understanding of your own social location, perspective, and values. As such, you will be able to look at how the social problem originated and examine what can potentially can be done to remedy it. 
Instructions
· (1) Find one newspaper article (either local, national, or global) published within the last two years about a current social problem of your choice. It does not have to be a social problem that we discuss in this online class, but it could be a social problem which you are concerned about. However, you have to apply a minimum of two course concepts from the textbook and cite your chosen concepts in-text using ASA or another citation style of your choice. One of the course concepts has to be a theoretical perspective!
· (2) You must include a the URL of the news article you chose to study.
3) You must address all of the following eight questions:
1.) Why is this problem considered a “social problem?”
2.) When, how, and where did the problem originate? Has it been around a while? Or are we just seeing it publicized more?
3.) Which other social problems are related to this social problem? List all of the social problems that are related to the social problem under your critical investigation (both as a cause of it and as an effect of it).
4.) Which groups are affected by this social problem?
5.) Who benefits—or stands to gain—from the social problem?
6.) Who is hurt by this social problem? Is anyone immune?
7.) How does it affect you personally? Think about your own life and how this social problem intersects with it. Address this question even if you have never encountered the social problem personally.
8.) What can be done, and by whom, to alleviate the social problem?
Formatting
Your Reflection Paper must address the above eight questions. If you do not answer all eight parts, then you will get points deducted. Your Reflection Paper should be clear, brief, and concise.
Your Reflection Paper should be typed with 12-point Times New Roman font. You can either list the questions bolded, then answer each question directly under the bolded question, or organize your Reflection Paper in an essay, narrative format. It is your choice.
Further, your Reflection Paper should have proper grammar, spelling, and be properly cited using the American Sociological Association (ASA) or any citation style of your choice (Hint: Refer to page 8-9 of the course syllabus.)
Your Reflection Paper must have a references section at the very end in which you list the newspaper citation and our course textbook. 

